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ABSTRACT

The Politics of Internet Governance:
Analysis of the Debate on the Dissemination
of On-line Contents in Japan

This article explores the recent
and sudden growth of the Internet
and its subsequent problems with
cyberspace control. The collision
between the rules of cyberspace
and the rules of the real world is
most revealing in the dissemina-
tion of contents via on-line systems.
This study has analyzed the reality
of ‘Internet governance’ citing the
case in Japan where there has been
heated debates on the revision of
the existing law against public
mores. The significance of this
analysis lies in that it not only

focuses on the common technical
characteristics of the Internet but
also the roles played by the politi-
cal economy system in each coun-
try.

The results of the analysis show
that the debate in Japan has,
despite the significance of the issue,
not yet touched upon the funda-
mental principles of liberty and
regulations in virtual space. How-
ever, Japan has defined the role of
related ministries and the limited
responsibility of ISP within the
bureaucratic framework of regula-
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tions in Japan. This was due to the
weak growth of the civilian society
such as the free Internet cam-
paigns, the inertia of the Japanese
bureaucratic regulations, and the
rivalry among ministries. The
debate on the revision of the law
clearly shows the discrepancy
among the inertia of the Japanese
regulations, the democratic nature
of the Internet and the authorita-
tive top-down structure of an inter-
ventionist state. Also, it is clear that
the tradition of ‘Internet gover-

nance’ as a policy decision process
based on liberty and democracy is
moving towards governance form
the top level. This again demon-
strates the fact that drastic develop-
ment of information technology
brings similar problems in all soci-
eties. Although this may provide
opportunities for social and politi-
cal change in the every country, in
reality, the changes are determined
within the real political context,
which is unique for each different

society.

Key words: intemet governance, regulation, cyberspace, Japanese political

economy system
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