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The relationship between “information” and “knowledge” (society) —A comment from Korea

The two terms are parallel and complementary concepts, not one preceding the other.

“Information society” in a narrow sense is a society in which the volume, speed and ubiquity
of information flows have dramatically increased thanks to information and communication
technologies.

“Knowledge society (economy)” is a term usually used when one wants to feature the
importance of knowledge in contrast to simple data or technologies. Proponents of the concept
of a knowledge society also acknowledge that for the creation, accumulation and dissemination
of knowledge do ICTs play an essential role.

Naturally, an “information society” in a broad sense includes the concept of a “knowledge
society”.

In Korea, we frequently use the term “Knowledge and Information Society” when we want
to make clear what we mean is an Information Society in a broad sense.

Therefore, Korea regards that the expression of “transition from information to knowledge
society” is contrary to the usage and understanding of the terms by the majority of the Korean
community.

From this context, Korea understands that the “information society”™ as a WSIS terminology
is the “information society” in a broad sense incorporating the concept of knowledge society
within it.

4) el A9x

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression: this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.

5) Al¥l - ZAAFeF Al19E AL 23
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression: this right shall include freedom to
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WSIS+ A dwshh = UN "Ajxdd A’ (Millenium Declaration) #F A2 73
(Millenium Development Goals, MDG) & AXHFA71<(ICT) & 53 +ddt= MiAs
7RG ek FAASE WSIST UN AHd AAw A203elA4 “To ensure that the

benefits of new technologies, especially information and communication technologies,

seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.
6) fradadA A29x

(1) Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his
personality is possible.

(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations
as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect
for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality,
public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and prin-
ciples of the United Nations.

AL - XA geF Al19x A38)

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others:

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health

or morals.
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Management of Internet names and addresses: While the policy authority for
Internet names and addresses at the national level should be the sovereign right of
countries, there should be appropriate coordination in an international organization that
is accountable to all stakeholders. The management of Internet names and addresses
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should secure a fair distribution of resources and a stable functioning of the Internet,

respecting the principles of democracy and transparency.

4. AFAAH
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8) Global Economic Perspectives and the Developing Countries 2002, p.133.

9) oA, “While [PRs play a vital role in fostering innovation in the Information Society, there
is a need to promote initiatives to ensure fair balance between the interests of intellectual
property owners and those of the users of information. An appropriate legal framework should
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