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: Her family says doctors ordered a brain scan. The result showed
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the severe brain damage, and the symptoms of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease,

dD, hitting one in a million people. Some receive it from cows infected with
Mad Cow Disease, but only if they encounter meat overseas. Vinson never

left Virginia.
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<'7heEl Ao digh B Q) A 2. (§1.42) NEUTRAL REPORTAGE
Some courts, beginning with Edwards v. National Audubon Society, Inc.,[167]
have developed a privilege of neutral reportage which allows republication of
newsworthy accusations even though such accusations may not have been
made in some official record or proceeding such that they would be subject
to the fair reports privilege. The privilege recognizes that a "vast amount of
what is published [by the media] purports to be descriptive of what
somebody said rather than what somebody did."[168]

In Edwards, the court held that an absolute constitutional privilege existed
under the following circumstances: (1) the republication of a newsworthy
accusation or statement; (2) which is made by a prominent or responsible
person; (3) which is about a public official or public figure; and (4) which is
reported in a neutral and unbiased fashion. Under such circumstances "actual

malice" is irrelevant.[169]

Subsequent to Edwards, some courts across the country have adopted the
doctrine of neutral reportage.[170] Others have rejected it.[171] Missouri has
no case suggesting whether neutral reportage is applicable in Missouri. In a
concurring opinion in Harte-Hanks Communications, Inc. v. Connaughton,[172]
Justice Blackmun expressed some willingness to consider the neutral reportage

issue stating;
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